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KARARA HEMATITE PROJECT 
Statement by Member for Geraldton 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [12.57 pm]: Karara is a joint venture between Gindalbie Metals Ltd, an 
Australian-listed mining company, and Anshan Iron and Steel Group Corporation—Ansteel—China’s second-
largest steel maker, from Liaoning Province in north east China. The first export of Karara hematite, via 
Geraldton port, took place on 17 October 2012. Fifty-eight thousand tonnes of ore left aboard MV Jia Tai bound 
for Qingdao and Zhenjiang in China. In my maiden speech, I mentioned that I had recently met with Gindalbie 
representatives who were waiting for a couple of ticks to invest $1.8 billion. Karara has now invested 
$2.6 billion, including support infrastructure of a water pipeline, a powerline, railway line and port facilities. 
Brookfield Rail has also upgraded the line from Morawa to Geraldton at a cost of $500 million. I have made six 
visits to Karara and I have also visited Anshan in China. Some key milestones of the project include the original 
agreement signed in front of Chinese President Hu Jintao in 2007; ground-breaking by Premier Barnett in 
November 2009; an agreement between the China Development Bank and Gindalbie and Ansteel signed in 
Canberra in front of former Prime Minister Kevin Rudd and Chinese Vice-President Xi Jinping in June 2010; 
and the loss of Gindalbie chairman Geoff Wedlock in an air crash in Africa in June 2010 and his replacement by 
George Jones. I would like to acknowledge the following people I have had regular contact with during this time: 
Karara chief operating officer, Steve Murdoch; Karara port operations manager, Rhys Powell; Geraldton Port 
Authority CEO, Peter Klein; and Brookfield Rail per-way superintendent in Geraldton, Bruce Eldridge. I would 
like to congratulate Karara for a significant milestone. I look forward to working with them. 
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